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1959-60 

Report from the Department of Antiquities, Leicester Museums 

(Year ended 31 March 1960. This report does not include casual finds, which are 
recorded in the Annual Report of the Museum. Thanks are due to contributors 
whose names are placed at the end of their contributions, and especially to the 
Assistant Keeper, Mr. J. A. Daniell.) 

LEICESTER 
ABBEY PARK 

The pavilion, built in 1881-2 in the Tudor cafe style after designs by James Tait, 
was burnt down. 

BELGRAVE GATE 

The Palace Theatre, built in 1900-01, has been demolished. Some samples of its 
encaustic tile decoration, which was in the lavish Moorish taste, were recovered for 
the Museum. A watch was kept on the area during the subsequent building work, 
but no remains were reported. 

(Leic . Mus. No. 32.1960) 

CHURCHGATE 

During the cutting of stanchion holes on the W. side opposite the "Fish and 
Quart" public house and 53 ft. from the street the natural red clay was observed 
to slope down sharply in four of the holes running from N. to S. It looks much 
like the edge of the town ditch and began at about 4 ft. from the present surface. 
It was not possible to assess its depth. 

(Plan in Leic. Mus.) 
The tower of St. Margaret's church has been extensively repaired. 

EAST BOND STREET 

During the cutting of the drain on the S. side of the new Ring Road a thick layer 
of gravel some 6 ft. deep and 24 ft. 6 in. wide was encountered just to the W. of 
the present street. It was damaged by a deep pit, but may well be a Roman street. 

(Plan in Leic. Mus.) 

HIGHCROSS STREET 

Further to the discovery of a presumed road surface (Trans., xxxiv. 78) a cutting 
made by the Water Dept. adjoining the W. of the site produced a similar section 
for about ro ft. 

All Saints Church. The chancel has been screened off from the nave and is to be 
used as a church room. A new altar canopy has been constructed as the beginning 
of a scheme which will greatly improve the appearance of this graceful church. 
The 14th-cent. oak pulpit, which had been coated with brown paint, was cleaned 
in Leicester Museum. Unfortunately all traces of figure decoration had been 
destroyed, but there was reasonable evidence for an original red and green colour 
scheme. Later restorations have 'been removed and it is to be repainted. The work 
is under the auspices of the Ven. I. D. Edwards, a member of this Society. 
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HORSEFAIR STREET 

A close watch was kept on the site of the Theatre Royal when it was cleared for 
building, as it was hoped to find some traces of the town walls. The theatre base
ments had cut away all earlier levels, but the natural occurs at the Market Place 
end at about 4 ft.-surprisingly shallow for the interior of the Roman area, if such 
it be. In these circumstances it is worth considering whether the stone wall in 
the cellar of No. 36 Friar Lane on the N. side of the site may not be, as tradition 
asserts, part of the town wall which should be sought further in than is usually 
thought. 

HUMBERSTONE GATE 

On 19 Oct. 1959 Mr. Brown of the Irish Linen Manufacturing Co., 12A Humberstone 
Gate, called at the Museum to say that a well had been found during rebuilding work 
at the rear of this shop. On inspection the well was found to be beneath the yard 
wall separating No. 12A from the premises to the W., and about 8 ft. from the rear 
building line. It appeared to be some 30 ft. deep and contained several feet of water. 
The sides of the well were well constructed of dressed stone blocks, though the upper 
6 ft. or so had been reconstructed, presumably when cellars were put in, and the 
upper courses contained some brick. The well was approximately 4 ft. 6 in. across 
and appeared to be of the same diameter for the whole of its depth. I would suggest 
that the well is probably of 18th-cent. date, certainly pre-dating the older part of 
No. 12A which appears to be about 1820 in date and with which the yard wall is 
associated. 

R. D. ABBOTT 

JEWRY WALL SITE 

During the cutting of a trial hole to the N. of the northernmost furnace house a 
large stone block was discovered 31½ in. X 32 in. X 18 in. of sandstone. On one 
side was a shallow groove of rectangular section and form about 4 in. wide. It was 
cracked when found and broke when turned over. Its use is obscure, but it may have 
been the base for a trough. The natural is about 4 ft. deep at this point. 

MARKET PLACE 

During the cutting of a new sewer at the N.E. end of the Corn Exchange about 60 
leather shoes were discovered in black mud. They were put aside by the finder, 
Mr. D. Glew, who was then working for this Department but during his absence 
they were reburied by another workman. One survived and is of 15th-cent. type. 
Cf. C. J. Billson, Medieval Leicester, II9. 

NEW WALK 

The early 19th cent. house No. 94 has had the detail plasterwork destroyed. It is 
not listed under the 1947 Act and is occupied by a Government department. This 
contrasts with the fine block which stands at the junction of New Walk and Welford 
Place, belonging to Messrs. Stone and Co., which is listed, and has been carefully 
restored. 

TOLLER ROAD 

Stoneygate House built before 1779 (V.C.H. iv. 444) has been demolished. It had 
suffered alteration and had no fittings of significance. 

(Photos. in Leic. Mus.) 
HUMBERSTONE. 626059 

The weight-driven clock movement in the church, inscribed HENRY LOSEBY 
DESIGNER AND ENGINEER LEICESTER, has been replaced by an electric 
mechanism. 

KNIGHTON. 599014 
The thatched cottage to the E. of the church, which probably dates from the 17th 
cent., is to be repaired and preserved through a private benefaction. Though of no 
architectural merit, this cottage is part of the Knighton scene and it is good to know 
that it will be preserved. It is now the property of the Corporation. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE 

CHURCH RESTORATION 

The Historic Churches Preservation Trust has made grants to King's Norton (£250), 
Tilton-on-the-Hill (£300) and Barrow-on-Soar (£100). 

AB KETTLEBY. 724228 

Mr. J. A. Daniell, a member of this Society, has traced two of the three m1ssmg 
brasses which were apparently removed from the church in the 19th cent. It is 
recorded that in 1926 they were in the possession of Ralph Neville of Nottingham. 
He therefore wrote to every Neville in the directory of that city and though none 
of the replies was affirmative one gentleman remembered Mr. Neville as a fellow
member of the Veteran Car Club. The club supplied the necessary address and 
Mr. Neville's son was located. The brasses had been bought from a stall in 
Nottingham market and subsequently given to a school at Eastwood, Notts. The 
Headmaster, Mr. Coles, has generously returned them to the church, where they 
will be refixed. The texts are given in Nichols, ii. 14, and that still missing is of 
Thomas Neale, 1614. 

ASHBY PASTURES. 715134 

The cross shaft, recently restored by members of the Vaughan Archreological and 
Historical Society, was knocked down and has again been restored. 

BIRST ALL. 596104 

During the construction of the new County School considerable cuttings were made 
into the hillside. Two Anglo-Saxon urns were discovered by the workmen and one 
was excavated by the Department. Latterly a sword, spear, and shield boss and 
some other fragments were discovered. It would seem that there was a small 
cemetery here but the land has been very much disturbed, presumably to obtain 
the sand. 

(Mus. Nos. 155.1958) 

BRENTINGBY. 784188 

The future of the church is still uncertain. Painted text frames have been discovered 
on the walls, perhaps of the 17th cent. The important chalice of c. 1570 has so far 
not been traced. 

BROUGHTON ASTLEY. 530915 
The coin of Gratian recorded as found at Braunstone (Trans ., XXXV. 82) was in fact 
found here. 

(Mus . No. 295.1960) 

BURROUGH-ON-THE-HILL. 76on9 
A preliminary investigation of the hill-fort at Burrough-on-the-Hill was carried out 
at Easter 1960 by students of the University of Leicester under the direction of 
S. E. Thomas assisted by J. Dyer. Apart from a small excavation in the 1930s, this 
is thought to be the first occasion on which this important site has been examined. 
A full report on the excavation will be published later. 

A proton magnetometer survey was made by Dr. M. J. Aitken of about half 
of the interior of the fort. It showed concentrations of buried features mainly in 
the western and northern portions, which are otherwise invisible on the surface or 
on aerial photographs. Several of the major magnetic anomalies were partially 
investigated as part of the survey; they were storage pits containing animal bones, 
pottery (including some Romano-British) and Hunsbury-type querns. The detailed 
plotting of the disturbances is in progress and it is hoped to examine more of them, 
including a broad selection of the minor anomalies, at a future date. 

A detailed contour survey was made of the inturned entrance on the E. side 
of the fort, and the inner part of the southern inturn was excavated together with 
an area immediately to its S. In brief, this revealed a cobbled road surface through 
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the entrance, the butt end of the inturn wall, a (probable) guard-house containing 
hearths and enclosed on three sides by strong masonry walls facing the longer opposite 
inturn, and postholes from a gate structure at the innermost point. 

Small finds recovered from the pits and entrance area include a brooch and pin, 
both of iron, bone and antler objects, quems and pottery, all showing close similarity to 
the material from Breedon Hill, and a small proportion of Romano-British pottery 
mainly of early date. Detailed stratigraphic sequences were not present in the 
excavated areas but may be expected later from the defences. 

STANLEY THOMAS 

DISHLEY. 513213 
Loughborough Corporation have undertaken to maintain the churchyard through 
the intervention of the Loughborough Archreological Society and the Leicestershire 
Trust. 

GREAT BOWDEN. 746888 

The fine wall-painting of the last Judgment, which occupies an unusual position on 
the N. wall of the N. aisle, is to be cleaned and conserved, also the head of a female 
saint in the S. aisle. Various members of the Society have assisted the Church 
Council towards this decision. 

GRIMSTON. 684218 

The village stocks on the green, after damage by vandals, have been fully repaired. 
The Society made a grant of £2 towards the cost of this work. 

HATHERN. 503221 (approx.) 

A group of cottages in Wide St. were demolished in 1959, one of which contained 
a cruck not more than 6 ft. 6 in. wide at the base. The cottage had subsequently 
been given straight walls. 

G. H . GREEN 

KEGWORTH. 487267 

During the re-laying of the chancel floor in the church a number of monuments 
were discovered and subsequently again covered in. They included "In the centre, 
immediately to the west of the sanctuary" John Ireton, Rector 1582-1606, Edward 
Barwell, Rector 1606-39. In 1830 Dr. Thomas Parkinson, Rector 1790-1830, was 
buried in Ireton'·s grave and in 1821 Christopher Hayes, Dr. Parkinson's nephew, 
was buried in Barwell's grave. Further to the W . are the graves of Mrs. Anne 
Twiselton and Anne Cockshutt, mother-in-law and three-year-old daughter 
respectively of Josias Cockshutt, Rector 1725-61. In Mrs. Twiselton's grave is also 
buried John, the 17-week-old child of Josias Cockshutt and Mary his wife. Still 
further W. are the graves of John Willey, Rector 1761-89 and Joyce his wife, while 
at the entrance to the chancel is the grave of Sarah Rich, who died 1804. She was 
the wife of John Rich, a prominent parishioner. By the entrance to the vestry from 
the church is the grave of David and Margaret Pigotte. Margaret died 1603. Cf. 
F. A. Greenhill, The Incised Slabs of Leicestershire and Rutland, 90. 

(Loughborough Echo, 2 Oct. 1959) 

The late Dr. D. J. Bedford had a remarkable recollection of the bad old days which 
is worthy of record. He died this year at an advanced age, and remembered that 
as a boy he had been told by an old man that this latter, as a youth, had seen convicts 
brought through the village on their way to Liverpool for transportation. It was 
the custom of the village bloods to bribe the guards and then strip the girls and 
chase them through the streets. 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 538200 

The Loughborough Archreological Society has devoted much effort to stripping out 
the interior of the Rectory. They have been rewarded by the discovery of a number 
of fragments which have made it possible to restore a large part of the medieval 
plan. The house originally consisted of a great hall with a stone screen of three 
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arches at the E. end, leading to a buttery, with a solar above. The solar had a 
fireplace flanked by attached colwnns with simple capitals, and was reached by a 
newel stair. A date in the 14th, or even in the 13th, cent. is possible. Subsequently 
the building has undergone many alterations, including a re-facing which has made 
the explanation of details difficult. In the early 19th cent. a new block was added 
at the W. end, overlapping the Great Hall. 

Drawings have been made by the National Buildings Record and it is hoped 
to publish a detailed report in due course. 

Fennel Street and Churchgate corner. The gables of a building demolished here has 
revealed, attached to the next shop in Churchgate, a cruck "of great height". 

(Loughborough Arch. Soc. Bulletin, No. 2, 1959, 4) 

LUTTERWORTH. 543845 
After ten years of representations by this Society the fragments of 15th or 16th cent. 
embroidery known as "Wyclif's Cope" have been remounted by the Royal School of 
Needlework. The label, however, disproved by our President in 1933, has not been 
corrected. 

A carved slab of stone 78 in. X 18 in. X 8 in. has long been built into the cellar of 
the Post Office. It consists of five quatrefoils, the centre one enclosing a shield. 
There was also another panel 19 in. x 9½ in. with the date 1691. The former was 
probably part of a tomb chest of the 14th cent., and the latter a date tablet from a 
house. The Post Office has now been rebuilt and the Secretary suggested to the 
authorities that the slab might be incorporated as a feature of the new structure. 
The designers suggested a site in the boiler house which was clearly unsuitable and 
the slab was subsequently given to the church. 

It is interesting as a postscript, that, while visiting the church to check this 
note the author was informed that the origins preswned as above were established 
facts, an instance of the rapidity of the growth of aetiological tradition. 

The Town Hall, designed by Joseph Hansom in 1836, is threatened with 
demolition for road widening. The original plan~ discovered by the former Lutter
worth Archa:ological Society, are now in Leicester Museum. 

MARKET HARBOROUGH 
A sestertius of Severns Alexander (M & S 616) and a brockage (mis-struck coin) 
of a silver coin of the Roman Republic c. 65 B.C. were found on the edge of the 
Welland to the E. of the town near the site below. 

745874 A stone axe was found on the river edge, and might well be Polynesian. 

732871 Just off the Coventry road near the centre of the town at a depth of about 
7 ft. about half of a shallow bowl of St. Neot's ware was dug up. It measures about 
17 in. in diameter and 4 in. high. 

All now in Market Harborough Museum. A. G. COLTMAN 

MEASHAM. 348125 
The late r8th-cent. Hall, a brick building, has been demolished. 

(Photos . in N.B.R. and Leic. Mus.) 

MELTON MOWBRAY. 753190 
Under a beam in the floor of the ringing chamber in the church tower were 
discovered: a rib bone (sheep), an oyster shell, a fragment of a leather tip of a shoe, 
portions of acorn and hazel nut, three mid 19th-cent. pipe bowls and another 
marked L.FIOFET A ST OMER DEPOSE, and a small glass jar, probably later 
18th cent. 

754187 The Melton Branch is opposing a proposal to demolish the stone surround 
of the War Memorial at the entrance of the hospital. This is in the form of a four
centred arch and is believed to have been made from a doorway of the former Chapel 
of St. John. Though this origin cannot be authenticated, the local tradition is strong. 
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MOUNTSORREL. 583147 (approx.) 

Workmen excavating near The Green found a base groat of Edward VI (Canterbury 
mint) with portrait and titles of Henry VIII. 

(Loughborough Echo, 25 Sept. 1959) 

QUENIBOROUGH. 647124 

Three derelict cottages on the N . side of the street at the W. end of the village have 
been restored as a house (Oak Cottage) by Mr. and Mrs. David Duxbury. A cruck 
timber from the annexe behind has been incorporated at the E. end. 

(Leic. Mercury, I7 Oct. 1959) 

SHEPSHED. 482197 

A stained-glass window by Christopher Webb has been inserted in the N. wall of 
the church. 

SILEBY. 6orr53 

The church has recently been redecorated. The roof has been painted, which is 
effective, but the fine angel corbels have been painted black with gold hair, giving 
a most unfortunate effect. It is sad that, in these days when so much advice is 
available, expert guidance was not sought. 

SNIBSTON. 418147 

The colliery winding engine, made in °1863 by Robert Stephenson & Co., No. 93, 
has been demolished. No records were made and no photographs taken by the 
owners, the National Coal Board. 

WIGSTON MAGNA. 598985 

The remains of the Leicester Conduit, which were built into a replica in the grounds 
of Abingdon School, have now been demolished. The corbels, date tablet and 
carved wyvern were placed in the Museum by the Education Committee of the 
County Council. 

(Leic. Mus. No. rr9.1960) 

605986 When Nos. 18 and 20 Moat St., both 19th-cent. brick cottages, were 
demolished an oak cross beam some 15 ft . long was revealed. It rested on 4 uprights. 
It would seem to have been the partition wall of an earlier house. The Department 
is grateful to Mr. Lucas for information. 

608988 Demolition of No. 25 Bull Head St., revealed 3 cruck trusses, standing 
16 ft. 4 in. and 13 ft. 2 in. apart and about 18 ft. high. The legs were 19 ft. 6 in. apart. 

(Photos . and plan in Leics. Mus.) 

WOODHOUSE EAVES. 526144 

An offer has been made to restore the windmill which was burnt down in 1945. 
The Society, mindful of other mills in the county which are in urgent need of repair, 
has not supported this scheme, since it would only leave a dead replica and little 
money for maintenance. 

SCHEDULED MONUMENTS 

The following have been added to the list published in Trans. xxxii. Sr. 

Sapcote. The area has been extended to include Toot Hill. 

Ingarsby. The area has been extended to include the Deserted Medieval Village. 

Evington. Moated site S.W. of the church (V.C.H. Leics. i. 265). 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ALMSHOUSES 
The following have joined since the last list: 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Sapcote, Stanley Burroughs Almshouses. 
Ashby Parva, The Goodacre Charity. 
Frolesworth, Chief Baron Smith's Charity. 
Bitteswell, Powell and Welch Almshouse Charity. 
Leicester and Evington, Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's Homes. 
Coleorton, Beaumont Hospital Charity. 
Great Glen, Burley Almshouses. 
Mountsorrel, Castledines Almshouses. 

RUTLAND 

Morcott, Gilson's Hospital Charity. 
Lyddington, Jesus Hospital. 
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The Association has done much to promote the modernisation and preservation 
of many ancient buildings, and members are urged to support its work and encourage 
the few remaining almshouses in this county to become members. 

LEICESTERSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 
The following records have been deposited during the year ended 31 March 

1960: 
PARISH RECORDS 

I. Croft: Minute Book, 1894-1932; Cash Book, 1894-1922; Copy of Enclosure 
Award and Act, 1780; Map with Reference Book, 1863. 

2. Desford (2nd Deposit): Registers, 1539-1929; Poor Law Books, 1822-71. 

3. lbstock: Poor Law Records, 1669-1848; Deeds, 1625-1808; Agreements and 
Orders for better management of Parish, 1696 and 1717; Highways Accounts, 
1858-61. 

4. Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreak: Registers, 1698-1937; Faculties, 1896-1942. 

5. Rears by: Registers, 1648-1892; Faculties, 1857-59; Highways Accounts, 
1774-1804; Poor Law Papers, 1787-1835. 

6. Scraptoft: Registers, 1539-1956; Highways Account Books, 1842-47. 

7. Shepshed: Registers. 1538-1945; Churchwardens' Accounts, 1872-1922; 
Faculties, 1912-49; Poor Law Papers, 1676-1840; Papers re cholera epidemic, 1832. 

8. Sibson: Registers, 1561-1928; Churchwardens' Accounts and Bills, 1741-81 and 
1892-1951; Faculties and Licences, 1809-1909; Maps and Papers re Upton Tithes, 
1848-1919; Deeds, Valuations and Rentals of Sibson Rectory, 1861-1939; Poor Law 
Papers, 1734-1851. 

9. Ullesthorpe: Overseers of Poor Accounts, 1750-1906 and Rate and Assessment 
Books, 1786-1921; plan, accounts and papers of Ullesthorpe House of Industry, 
1789-1840 and other Poor Law Papers, 1709-1903; Orders, Accounts and papers for 
Charities, 1805-1909; Parish Council Minutes, 1894-1952 and Accounts, 1895-1956; 
County Council Orders for Election of Parish Councillors, 1898-1901; Plan of Bridge, 
1901; Papers re Church of England School, 1900-ro; Enclosure Agreement, 1725; 
Miscellaneous Papers, 1770-1900. 

ro. Wigston: Churchwardens' Accounts and Bills, 1615-1745 and 1798-1924; 
Faculties & Licences, 1877-85; Benefice Papers, 1880-93; Deeds, 1620-1875; 
Constables' Accounts, 1654-1713; Poor Law Records, 1692-1832; Field Reeves' 
Accounts, 1748-64. 


